
Peter MacKeith, dean and professor of architecture at the Fay Jones School of Architecture and 

Design at the University of Arkansas, is a nationally recognized design educator and 

administrator. During his leadership since 2014, the school has grown significantly in student 

enrollment, retention and graduation outcomes, faculty appointments and accomplishments, 

curricular programs, diversity initiatives, community engagements and outreach centers, external 

funded research, new facilities and financial resources.  

Previously, MacKeith served as associate dean, professor of architecture and associate curator 

for architecture and design at the Sam Fox School of Design & Visual Arts at Washington 

University in St. Louis from 1999-2014. He also was director of the Master of Architecture – 

International Program at the Helsinki University of Technology Finland from 1995-1999, and he 

held previous academic and administrative appointments at the University of Virginia and Yale 

University.  

A 2020 Senior Fellow of the Design Futures Council, MacKeith has been recognized twice by 

Design Intelligence as a “design educator of the year” (2017 and 2019) and twice by the 

Association of Collegiate Schools of Architecture with national awards for “creative 

achievement in design education,” for his design studio teaching and curatorial work.  

MacKeith serves as chair of the advisory committee for the Northwest Arkansas Design 

Excellence Program, a regional initiative of the Walton Family Foundation, and is a member of 

the editorial board of Places Journal for architecture, landscape architecture and urbanism. He is 

currently overseeing the completion of a $75 million capital campaign for the Fay Jones School, 

and guiding the design and construction of the Anthony Timberlands Center for Design and 

Materials Innovation, a regional center for research and development of new wood products and 

new approaches in sustainable construction materials. 

 


